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names of Whig and Tory, have at present very little relation
to those opinions, which were at first thought to distinguish
them. Whoever formerly professed himself to approve the
Revolution, to be against the Pretender, to justify the suc-
cession in the house of Hanover, to think the British
monarchy not absolute, but limited by laws, which the
executive power could not dispense with, and to allow an
indulgence to scrupulous consciences; such a man was con-
tent to be called a Whig. On the other side, whoever
asserted the Queen's hereditary right; that the persons of
princes were sacred; their lawful authority not to be re-
sisted on any pretence; nor even their usurpations, without
the most extreme necessity: that breaches in the succession
were highly dangerous; that schism was a great evil, both
in itself and its consequences ; that the ruin of the Church,
would probably be attended with that of the State ; that no
power should be trusted with those who are not of the
established religion; such a man was usually called a Tory.
Now, though the opinions of both these are very consistent,
and I really think are maintained at present by a great
mrgority of the kingdom; yet, according as men apprehend
the danger greater, either from the Pretender and his party,
or from the violence and cunning of other enemies to the
constitution ; so their common discourses and reasonings,
turn either to the first or second set of these opinions I have
mentioned, and are consequently styled either Whigs or
Tories. Which is, as if two brothers apprehended their
house would be set upon, but disagreed about the place
from whence they thought the robbers would come, and
therefore would go on different sides to defend it. They
must needs weaken and expose themselves by such a separa-
tion ; and so did we, only our case was worse : for in order
to keep off a weak, remote enemy, from whom we could not
suddenly apprehend any danger, we took a nearer and a
stronger one into the house. I make no comparison at all
between the two enemies : Popery and slavery are without
doubt the greatest and most dreadful of any; but I may
venture to affirm, that the fear of these, have not, at least
since the Revolution, been so close and pressing upon us,
as that from another faction; excepting only one short
period, when the leaders of that very faction, invited the
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